
Seventh School Board Meeting of the 2020-2021 School Year  
March 2, 2021 
 
Participants: Beth Wennerstrom, Allison Kanyuh, Fred Pfeiffer , Deanna Scheider , Ted 
Searcy and Cari Miller 
Guest: Patti Wojnicz - Trivia Night Recap 
 
Father Gregg’s Report & Mary Alice Benoit Report:  
 
Mary Alice provided a written update in advance of the meeting.  The 2021-2022 budget is 
still in progress, she expects to have that completed for the April school board meeting.  
The goal for enrollment is 210 students. 
 
Tuition collection remains strong.  We are working with families to keep them enrolled and 
help make payments that fit their current budgets.   
 
We were just shy of our $150,000 goal for Empower (two families donated).  Next year is 
the final year before the current tax credit act expires.  The Arch is lobbying to keep it in 
some form, but likely will not be as generous.  We will need a plan for other ways to help 
families afford tuition. 
 
Small issues remain with the HVAC, but it is all covered by the warranty.  They are adding 
extra insulation and taking other measures to ensure the units are running smoothly. 
 
Beth Wennerstrom’s Report: 
 
Enrollment for next year is very strong. Beth has been giving a lot of school tours at night to 
new families. We’re at 207 students so far registered for next year. 
 
We are still lower in students for Preschool which we are working on recruiting. We also 
have a smaller Kindergarten at 10 students. First Grade may need two teachers as they’re 
up to 30 students.  
 
The Chicago Archdiocese Catholic Schools Superintendent Jim Rigg resigned today, 
effective June 30, 2021. The Archdiocese will form a search committee and will conduct a 
national hunt for a new superintendent. He did a great job of keeping the Catholic Schools 
open amid a global pandemic.  
 
Beth is not aware of any teachers that will not be coming back next year. She gave them all 
their renewal letters today. She will know for sure after this week. 
 
Mrs. Lijewski, the 4th Grade teacher, will be coming back from Maternity Leave this 
Thursday, so Emily (the long-term sub) will then transition to fill in for Mrs. Kutkowski, the 
1st Grade teacher who is on maternity leave as well. 
 



12 students will be coming back from eLearning before the end of the school year. There 
will still be 10 eLearning students remaining. 
 
Beth to confirm with Mary Alice if Preschool should be counted in the overall school’s 
financial numbers or if it should be separated out as in the past.   
 
The Arch has announced due to COVID that there will unfortunately be no sports games 
this year. The Athletic Directors are meeting regarding having basketball practices with 
inner cohorts only. Mr. Binder will keep us posted. They are also talking about having track 
and field. 
 
Beth is excited about March’s give back Thursday. It will be Thursday, March 19th so 
students can dress down on a non-gym day. It will be in support of GiGi’s Playhouse, which 
is a nonprofit association that provides free educational and therapeutic programs to 
individuals with Down Syndrome, their families and the community.  The school will be 
raising awareness and decorating the windows in blue and yellow for this great cause. 
 
Tiger Trot is a go for this year and Beth will start the planning for this next month. She has 
already determined we’ll use Give Smart for this fundraiser as well. It worked out really 
well for Trivia Night.  
 
Events: 
 
Joscars: 
 
This event raised $2949.00 and was a great success. 
After Spring Break, Beth is going to have an Event in the Parish Center to award trophies to 
the winning students during school. These students will be able to dress up that day. 
 
Fred has come up with enhancements to this event for next year. He would like to open it 
up the first week of school and run it until Catholic School’s week (last week of January)  
where the winners will be announced. He thought that students could earn extra credit 
points in certain subjects if their movie is applicable to certain curriculum, therefore, 
getting the teachers involved. 
 
Trivia Night: 
 
Update from Patti Wojnicz (Chair of Trivia Night) 
 
Over all it was a huge success and it went really well. 
The final numbers are not in yet due to the cost of the online tools, auction items and 
raffles, however it’s around $18-19K.  
Feedback on the event from participants has been very positive. 
 
A HUGE Thank you to Patti for all she did to make this event a success! 
 



 
  


